Right Hon. the Earl of Reading
troubles which have beset British rule in India in the last few years are well known to most people. They are particularly well known to those who have held high office in successive Governments during the relevant period. Lord Reading was compelled to undertake the task of giving effect to the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms, upon which he had not been consulted, and in relation to which his views were and are unknown. And side by side with this work of dangerous transition he has been forced to combat disaffection and even to resist treason.
This"*is not the moment to attempt a final estimate of his career as Viceroy.    But this much can be said, and ought to be said now :   Few Viceroys, even in the long and anxious history of Anglo-Indian relations, have been confronted with a period of greater difficulty   and   menace.    The   tact   and   diplomacy which played so^reat a part in his legal career, which were the sure foundation of his brilliant American success,  have  not failed him in  India.    So far  as the Viceroy is concerned, indeed, the voice of detraction has hardly been heard.    No greater tribute could be paid to one who in dark and perilous days has walked amid pitfalls discreetly, delicately, resolutely.    When he returns to England his career will be by no means closed.    Both in the House of Lords upon its judicial side, and in the Committee of the Privy Council, it will be in his power to continue to  render  great public service.    Indeed,  he might establish one new record.    For should he ever sit upon the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council when it is  constituted to hear Indian appeals,  he will be the first ex-Viceroy who has ever assisted in this task.
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